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Written by Amy Full mer,
Thinking on our journey with EagleEyes brings my
emotions to the surface. | daily feel extremely blessed to
have my brother Andy, who placed us in contact with
the Opportunity Foundation of America. Our lives will
never be the same.

Derek is a five yearold boy with the sweetest disposi-
tion and the most beautiful eyes. | do not know what
qualified our family as worthy to care for him. Derek
has an undiagnosed neurological disorder. This disor-
der apparently occurred during his fetal development
and has rendered Derek unable to control his body. Up
until age four, Derek was unable to demonstrate any
purposeful action. A grasp of the finger, turn of the
head, or a cry due to hunger or hurt were beyond him.

When | was given a folder about the program Boston
College had developed entitled EagleEyes, | felt that it
was truly amazing but nothing that Derek would be
capable of. He had never exhibited purposeful eye
movement. | followed up merely because | was grateful

for my brotherods interest
ahead with a oWhat do we
I wouldnoét | et myself get

EagleEyes for the first time. | felt that he would surely
fail in the attempt and did not want to hope for fear of
being let down. When Derek started drawing a picture
on the computer by merely moving his eyes, | was
floored. He could do it. It was the very first time that
Derek had everdone anything on his own. He then
proceeded to play a video game. He shot down 7 out
of 10 aliens! | was honestly overwhelmed. This was
really happening. My child with zero capabilities was
playing computer games?!

As Derek and | made our way home | was very emo-
tional and for the first time felt hope that Derek could
become more, regardless of his dysfunctional body.
What | di dndét realize was
EagleEyes trial, had begun to make a connection. He
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Derek visits Oakridge School to work on EagleEyes.

could have some control over his environment. A few
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nights after our trial | thought | heard Derek making sounds

during the night. | went into his room to investigate and he
iredlly Wa$ makihg s#uads. Intfagthhe Wwals making@eunds fo g
h @et éur altemtioh KeGa@s@ e wastcdldiabduvet EThis may

not seem like a significant event to some, but that night

any kind.

Derek has since started smiling, responding by turning his
head towards sound, making purposeful eye movements,

and displaying the ability to alert us of his needs through
sounds or cries.

&visthie fire tine Bdrek batl ever €omeinicates & reed of

With funding from the Rodrick Earl Ross Memorial Founda-

tion, OFOA gifted an EagleEyes system to Derek. Debbie

Inkley of OFOA has taken such an interest in Derek and has

been so understanding and encouraging. We have been

introduced to many educational professionals in Utah rang-

ing from Brigham Young University, Oakridge School,

Jordan Valley School, and the Murray School District, who
that
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Josh Travels the Globe

Josh is about to turn 22 and is therefore transitioning from
Radi usds education department
the same facility. Radius is a pediatric extended care resi-
dential facility for individuals with severe physical and cog-
nitive limitations. Radius offers a Day School Program,

which is a Department of Education approved private day
school. Radius is a member of MAAPS (Massachusetts
Assaociation of 766 Approved Private Schools) and admits
people of all ages who either reside on site or visit for the

day. Classes include social studies, music, math, science,
home economics, music therapy, and more, and follow the
stateds curriculum framewor ks
needs. Josh and his classmates were treated to harp music

at one of the music therapy lessons, and they even got to

strum the harp after the show.

- At age 22, students may be transitioned to the adult ser-
Josh with Jennifer at Radius, using Camera Mouse vices program, which is overseen by the Department of

Mental Retardation (DMR). Radius works with its guests to
Josh Giorgi, 21, just returned from a class trip to develop goals of everyday life and community experi-
Jamaica where he | earned ab oendes. Oblecives includetsocigl doals, expressive lan-f o o d ,
culture, and history, all without leaving his classroom in guage, sensory and motor functions, and activities of daily
Plymouth, MA. The experience is part of Radius Pediatric living, which include field trips to the super market and to
Heal t hcare Centerds curr i culretaistdres. Jéskeaso spendsttimednitttie sesiceht ani+ t
different educational subjects through the use of com- mals, | i ke o0Babed6 the guinea p

puters and the Internet.

According to Jennifer Eagerman, speech and language
When the teachers at Radius present a new topic of study,  pathologist at Radius, Camera Mouse gives students like
Josh and his classmates use Camera Mouse to search Josh the opportunity to actually navigate the Internet,
through Google images to match pictures on the Web to choose their own target images for lessons, and then pick
the different aspects of t hetheplesiretl lessond far the dano Jogh vés veryscaphbje®fc t t h
will be taught in cl ass. Jo schnimunicatingpbefere CamereaMpess by @aisirg his headc
added to the computer program Boardmaker, after which or smiling for oOyesdéd and pur
Josh picks the image corresponding to his topic of interest o6 no. 6 But these and other fo
for each lesson. For instance, in February, Josh chose im- switches and ol l i ke itdé aud
ages for four famous African Americans to celebrate Black ety and range of choices that Camera Mouse does. With
History Month. Josh learned about Jackie Robinson, Oprah  Camera Mouse, Josh plots his own course within the cur-
Winfrey, Malcolm X, and Barack Obama from videos on riculum. The next country of the month: New Zealand!
Youtube.com and other information found on the Web.
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Dr. Philip A. DiMattia (Dr. D.) has just retired as Director of the Campus School and as a faculty member in the

Lynch School of Education. A Triple Eagle (he earned a B.S., M.Ed., and Ph.D. from Boston College) and-co

founder of the Campus School, Dr. D. has helped spearhead the EagleEyes Project since its beginnings over a

dozen years ago. He brought to the project an indefatigable sense of the humanity, the personhood of the

children with severe physical disabilities with whom we work. Every child is a potential learner. Every child has

a mind that can flourish if only we can provide it with the tools, the means, the opportunity to learn and to

express itself. There are many children and many famil i e
And so are we all. A James Gips



The B.EAT. Page 3

oAl | children Il earn as natwural

Campus School! Director Dr. yrowpaaemplaired of unfainess heeaasé therwaniinge ¢ ¢t 7 o n
about his EagleEyes experience for the past 12 plus years: team had Michael. It was just several months before when
there was a certain amount of concern regarding the
It is appropriate at this time of retirement from BC to reflect  benefit Michael would receive from the class. For the past
about the extraordinary experiences | have had working several years, an alienshooting contest has raged be-
with EagleEyes (EE). These years have been the most excit- tween BC Campus School volunteers using the EE systems
ing of my teaching career that has spanned five decades. It  with the winner challenging Michael. Michael, the champ,
has meant moving into a new field, assistive technology, but is still undefeated.
has been worth every adjustment necessary along the way.
John Bottone prepared for First Holy Communion using
In 1995, Dr. Frank Curran and | began what has turned out  an EE system. What an accomplishment for a youngster

to be a most productive partnership with colleagues Drs. diagnosed with spinal muscular atrophy! | supervised an

Gips, Olivieri, and Tecce, who are the developers of the origi- undergraduate student who made a documentary film of

nal EE technology. Our purpose at that time that continues John&és chall enge and the emot.i
today has been to bring EE to any individual who would credible.

benefit from its use, with a primary focus on those individu-
als for whom formal schooling, the place where knowledge  To conclude what has been the impact on me from EE

is organized into scope and sequence, had not been experiences, let me say that | have been privileged to be a
thought possible before. In addition, we wanted to assist EE part of this work, and that | am excited about the future
users with support and training aimed at maximizing per- regarding educational benefits for individual EE users. The
sonal success and educational outcomes. technologies are available for those who may benefit.

Frank Curran and | had a simple vision that has been inte-
Among the most significant EE experiences has to do with  grated into the very soul of the EE program, thanks to indi-
the affirmation that all children learn as naturally as they viduals like Jim Gips, Maureen Gates, Joe Appleyard, and
breathe when provided the necessary support and special-  the many other individuals who have worked with us over
ized aids that neutralize disability. Family members of poten- the years. | wish to share with all who are reading this one
tial users are among the most frequent persons who inquire  of my favorite stories. A young man was walking along the
about EE, and | can say unequivocally they are the strongest beach when he noticed hundreds of starfish had washed
advocates, offering a great sense of hope that technology up on the shore. He began to pick up individual starfish

can be a wonderful equalizer in helping their loved ones and toss them into the water. Along came another person

more fully express their locked in talents as participants in who asked, 0Do you really thin
life, rather than spectators. From parents | have learnedthat f er ence wi th all those starfis
where there is love there is no burden. Once parents and young man, while tossing a starfish into the water, replied,

users of EE come to believe in the technology as aninstruc- 01 t hi nk | made a difference f
tional access tool, incredible things happen. As individual been making a difference for individuals, one at a time.

users show their skills at eye painting, shooting down aliens,
spelling out their names, or answering academic questions,
those watching often are left teary eyed and more deter-
mined to provide the necessary support so the individual
can continue to grow in confidence and academic ways. As
one parent said, Oo6When my daughter is hooked up to the EE
system, she is asked to do something for the first time in her
life. Prior to her becoming an EE user everything was done
f or Wihle Patfy is nolonger with us, | can say she
taught us that being a participant in life beats being a spec-
tator. Her great smile was always an affirmation of how she
expressed the fullest of her humanity.

Michael Nash has single handedly changed the perception
that other individuals have about those with disabilities. In a
high school Social Studies class, Michael was part of a three
person jeopardy group. The two other players took different
positions on a question and Michael was asked his choice.

As it turned out, Mi chael 6s answ

OHSucarbh ke Rt 18 b Dl @101
that led his team to claim the round. A peer in another inaa Carlora, Michael Nash, anda Dr. DiMatlia



